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ENGLISH PRISON CRUELTY.

OACAR WILDE'S PROTEST AGAINAT
RARBARIC METHODA,

Further BExtracts Prom a Remarkable Lattor—
Children Treated Mhamefully, Mea Deives
Ihsanr—Fians for the Queen's Jubllss=The
fife in Modern War—An Antiguarias Fiad,

Laspox, May 28,~1 sont to Tug Sux by eable
to-dny some extracts from s lotter writien by
Oeear Wilde about the rank oruslty and Inhue
manlty of the English penal aystem, with special
roforenee o Its spplication to chlldren. 1 de-
poribed the lottor as a remarkable one, and such,
fndoed, it is from every point of view. It lan
ealm, temperate, imparsonal, but overwhelming
fndictment of & syatem which it is charitable
and il to describe as a survival of barbariam
inn civilized country. The lotter In remarkable
fn the first place on mecount of {ts source.
1t |s frow the pon of a man, who, quite aside
from  any question of wmorals, was Lwo
yenrs ngo a blatant, Insufferable ecolst, a pre-
pumptuous, concelted juggler of omotions and
epigrnms.  He has come out from two years' im-
prisoument and written a lotter In which is no
waord of personal complaint, but which will as-
suredly prove a powerful influsnce toward Lhe
w'olition of the greatest surviving disgrace of
the Hritish nation, It is a plain, stealghtforward
presentation of fact and argument, without s
traco of the eapriciam, intolerance, and lternry
nontebankism which buve characterized the
work of this mun ever sluce he frst sought pub-
tie potorioty. Moroover, what he has to say is
Intense’y Interosting, as 1 shall lenve the rowler
to Judge by quoking froely from such portions of
the letter an I have not already doealt with by
cable. Ho says:

“People nowadays do not understand what
cruelty is. They regard It as asort of torrible
modleval passion, und connect it with the race
of wen like Eccelln da Romano and others, to
whom Lhe deliberate inflletion of paln gave a real
pindnoesys of pleasure. Bu! mon of the stamp of
Eccelin are merely abnormal types of porverted
todividunlisme. Ordinary cruelty is slnply stu-
pidity, It is the entire want of lmngination. It

“Is the result of oar days or stercolyped systous,
of harl-and-fast rules, and of stupidity, Wher
ever there 18 ventrallzation there is stupldity.
What is Inhuman Inwedern lite ls oMeialisio,
Authority ls as destructlve to those who exer-
cloo It na it is to those on whom it Is exercised,
It s the Urison Board, and the system It carrios
out, that Is the primuary source of the cruclty
that is exervised on a child (n prison. The people
wha uphold the systemi havo excellent inten.
tlons, Thoso who carry it out are huinane in
intention also, Mesponsibility is shifted on to
the disciplinary regulations. It ls supposed
that because a thing s the rule i is right.

“ As regards the children, a great deal has
teen talked and written lately about the con-
taminating foflunence of prison on young cohil-
dien. What Issaid {3 quite true. A child s
utierlr contaminated by prison life. But the
contaminating Influence Is not that of the
yrisoners. It is that of the whole prison sys-
tem—of the Governor, the chaplain, the wan!-
«ra, the lonely cell, the isolation, the revolting
food, the rules of the Prison Commissioners, the
mode of disciphoe, as it is termed, of the life.
Every care is taken to isolate a child from the
sight e¥en of all prisoners over sixteen years of
age, Children sit behind & curtain in chapel, and
are sent to take exercise in small, punless yards—
pometitien u stone-yoard, sometimes n yard at the
back of tho mills—rather than that they should
pee the elder prisoners ut exercise. But the only
really humanizing influence in prison s the in-
fluence of the prisoners. Their chearfulness
under terrible circumstances, their sympathy
for ench other, their humility, their gentleness,
their pleasant smiles of greeting when thoy meet
each other, their complete acquiescence in their
punlshments, are all quite wonderful, and [ my-
welf learned many sound lessons from them, I
am not proposing that the children should not
sit behind & curtain in chapel, or that they
should take exercire in a corner of the common
yard. Iam mercly pointing out that the bad (n-
finence on children is not, and could never
be, that of the prisoners, but is, and will
aiways remain, that of the prison sys-
tem {tself. There is mnot o single man
in Reading Jjall that wounld not gladly
bave done the three children's punishmaent for
them. When | saw them last it was on the
Tuesday foliowing thelr conviction. I was tak-
fug exercise at half-past 11 with about twelve
olher mun, as the three children passed near us,
in charge of o warder, from the damp, dreary
stoneynard in which they had been at tholr exers
cise, Isaw the greitest pity and sympathy in
the eyes of my companions as they looked at
them, Prisoners are, as o class, extremels kind
sod syopatheiic o each other. Suffering and
the community of suffering makes people kind,
and day after day as [ tramped the yard I used
to fesl with pleasure and comfort what Cariyle
calls somewhere ' the silent rhythmie charm of
bumwan companionship. In this, us In all other
things, phillanthiopists and peuplo of thut kind
ero astray. It is not the prisoners who noed
reformation, [t ia the prisons.

"*Of course no child under fourteen years of
ege should be sent to prison at all, It s an ab-
surdity, and, llke many abaurdlties, of ahsolute-
1y tragle results,  If, however, they are to be
sent to prison, during the daytime they should
boin n workshop or schoolroom with a warder.
At night they should sleep in a dormitory, with
o night warder to look after them, They should
be nllowed exercise for ot least three hours a
day, The dark, badly-ventilated, {ll-smelling
prison cells are dreadful for achild, dreadful in-
dend for any one, One s always breathing bad
air in prison, The food given to children
should conalst of tes and bread apd butter and
soup, Prison soup Is very good and wholesome,
A resolution of the House of Commons could
settle the treatment of children in half an hour,
I Liope you will use your Influence to have this
done. The way thar children are treated st
prescaol 14 really an outrage on humanity and
common sense. IL comes from stuplidity,

*Let mo draw attention now W another terrl-
ble thing that goes ob in Engllsh prisons, indeed
in prisons all over the world where the system
of sllence and collular confinemant s praciised,
1 refer to the large number of men who become
Insane or weak-minded In prison, In convict
prisons this s, of courne, quite common; but in
ordinary Jnils alko, suck as that 1 was confined
in, it Is to be found.

*About threo months ago 1 noticed among
the prisoners who look exercise with me a
young man who sevmod to me to be sllly or
hnlf-witted. Kvery prison, of course, bas Its
hilf-witted clients, who return again and again,
anil may be said to lve in the prison, But
this young man struck me na belng more than
usually balf-witted on sccount of his silly
krin and idiotie laughter to himself, and the
pocullur restlessness of his eternally twitching
bands.  He was noticed by all the other prison-
ers on aceount of the strangencas of his conduct,
From thne to time be did uot appenr at exercise,
which showed wo thet he was belng punished
by confiuewent to hiv cell, Finally, I discovored
thit be waa under observation and belug
walched niglit nnd day by warders, When he
Al appesr 0t excercise ho slways seemed Lyster-
beal and used Lo walk nround erylog er laughing.
At tliapol be bl Lo sl right under Lhe observa-
Hub of two wurders, who carefully watahed hlm
all the time. Hometimes he would bury his
Bewd in bis bands, an offeuce sgainst the chapel
reeulations, and his head would be lmmediately
Blriuck up s warder so that he should keep his
eios tiaved pormanently in the direotlon of
e communion table. Bometimes ho would
ery-nol waking apy disturbance—but with
toars streaming down his face and & hysterlcal
Hirohbing fn the throst, SBowmetimes ho would
Eilnidiot-like to himself und make facea, He
Wik ol tore than one cocaslon sent out of chapel
1o 1y cell, and of conrse ho was continually pun.
Iel.  Asthe bench on which 1 used tosit In
“."”“ I wns directly hind tho bheneh at the end
OEwWhick (hie unforiunate man was placed I had
fill opportunity of observing bim. 1alio saw
bl of coirse, at exerciso continually, and 1
W il bie was becoming insane, and was
bty trouted as if he was shummiog,

Y Sptupday weok last 1 was o my cell at
Mt 1 o'clock oecupled in clesaning and polish.
Yk i tina [ liad beun using for dinner, Bud-
Goilly 1 wus startled by the prison sllence
belag Loken by the most borrible wod revelting

ahrlekn, or rather howls, for at first T thought
some animal like & bull or & cow was boing un-
akilfully slaughternd vutsido the prison walls,
Isoon realized, however, that the howls pro-
cooded from tho busoment of the prison, and I
know that some wrotched man was being
flogged. T need nol say how hideous and terri-
blo it was for me, and 1 bagan to wondey who it
waa who was being punished In this rovolting
manner, Buddenly It dawned upon me that
Lhey might be foging this unfortunats lunatic,
My feollngs on the subject need not be chron-
feled; they have nothing to de with the question.

*The next day, Hunday, 16th, I saw the poor
follow at exercise, his weak, ugly, wretchad face
bloated by tenrs mnd hysterla almost beyond
recognition. e walked (n the contre ring along
with the old men, the beegars, and the lame
people, so that I was able to abwerve him thoe
whole time, It was my last Bunday in prison, &
parfectly lovely day, the finest day we had had
the whole year, and thers, in the beautiful sun-
lght, walked this poor creature—made cnce in
the (mage of God—grinning llke an ape, and
making with his bhands the most fantastic
wealures, as though he was playing in the
alr on some Invisiblo stringed instrument,
or arranging and deallng  counters In
some curlous gamo. All the while these
hysterical tears, without which none ol us ever
saw him, were muking solled runnels on his
white swollen face. The hideous and deliberate
groce of bis gesturcs wade him like an aotic,
Hao was n living grotesquo, The other prisonern
all watched him, and not one of them smiled,
Everybody knew what had happened te him,
and that he was bolng driven Insane—was in.
sane alroady, After balf an hour ho was or-
dored In by the wander, and, 1 supposes, punished.
At loast ho was not at exercise on Monday,
though I think I canght sight of him at the
ctorner of thoe stoncyard, walking Lo charge of &
warider.

“On the Tuesday—my Inat day in prison—I
saw him at exercise. Ho waa worse than before,
and again was sent in. Simce then I know noths
ing of bim, but I found out from one of the pris-
oners who walked with me at exurcise that he
bioad had twenty-four luthes in the cookhour: on
Baturday afternoon, by order of the visiting Jus-
ficea on the report of the doctor, The howls
that had horritied us all were his,

“This man is undoubtedly becoming insane,
Prison doctors bave no knowledge of mental
disease of any kind. They are na a clnss fino-
rant men, The pathology of the mind ls un-
known to them. When & man growa insane they
treat him as shamming, They have him pun-
ished agnin and again. Nnaturally the man be
comos worse. Wlien ordinary punishmenta nre
exhausted the doctor reporis the caseto the
Justices. The result is flogging. Of courss the
flogzing is not done with & ent-o’-nine-talla, It
is what I8 called birching. The instrument is a
rod; but the result on the wrotched half-witted
man may be imagined.

“Hianumber s, or was, A.2.11. 1 also man-
aged to find out his name. 1t is Prince, Bome-
thing should be done atonce for him. He is a
soldier, mnd his sentonce is one of court-martial,
The term {s six months, Three have yot to run

**No report by the Medical Commissionera is
of any avail, It is not to be trusted. The
madical Inspectors do not seem to understand
the difference between idiocy and lunacy—
between the entire absence of a function or
organ and thoe disvases of a function or organ
This man A.2.11 will, T have no doubt, be
able to tell his name, the nature of his offence,
the day of the month, the date of the beginning
nnd expiration of his sentencs, and answer any
ordlnary slmple question; but that his mind Is
diseasod mdmits of no doubt. Al presentitiss
horrible duel between himself and the doctor.
The doctor is fighting for a theory. The man is
fighting for his life. Tam anxious that the man
should win. But let the whole ense be exam-
ined into by experts who understand brain dis
eass, and by people of humans feeclings who
have still some common sense nnd some plty,
There s no reason that the senlimentalist
should be asked to interfere. He always docs
harm.

*The case Is n special Instance of the cruelty
inseparable from astupid system, for the pres
ent Governor of lieading (s a man of gentle and
humane character, greatly liked and respected
by all the prisonecrs. Ie was appolnted in July
lant, und though heo cannot alter the rules of the
prison svstem, he has nltered the spirit {n which
they used to be carried out under his predoces-
sor. Ho is very populur with the prisoners and
with the wardors. Indeed, he has quite altered
the whole tone of the prison life. Upon the
other hand, the aystem s, of course, beyond his
reach as fur as altering Its rules Is concorned. I
have no doubt that he sees dally much of what
he knows to ba unjust, stupld, and cruel. But
bis hands are tied. Of course, T have no knowl
edge of bis real views of tho case of A. 2.11, nor,
indeed, of his viewa on our presentsystem. I
werely judge him by the complete change he
brought about in Reading Prison. Uunder his
predecessor the system was carrled out with the
greatest harshness and stupidity.”

Jubilee, tonjouras Jubllee! The sublect no
longer has novelly to commend 1t. Hut to be in
London and even pretend to lgnore it is jmpos
sible. In one way or another it confronts you at
every turn. The town ls graduoally filling up.
Not only are her provincial subjects flocking to
London to see the Queen, but every day wit-
nesies the arrival of fresh crowds of foreign vis.
ftors. In addition to the ordinary civilized
guest—paying guest, by the way, very paylng—
from America, the Continent, and the colonies,
come Lthe tnore pleturesque representatives of
all kindsof cut-of-the-way places and peoples
Native troops and police of all sorta, sizes, and
colors are here—Turkish Zaptiehs from Cyprus,
with their gorgeously decked ponies; Houssas
from the gold coast, black as ebony; Dyaks from
HBorneo, with murderous knlves docked with locks
of Linir, the origin of which it s perbaps wise not
to inquire into too closely—all theso and many
others will make the procession of Juuno
24 ploturesqueo In  the extreme, Hesides,
there are the resplendent representatives of
Orientn]l  potentates. The Chineso visitors,
who arrived yesterday, twenty of them, exe
clusive of servants, brilllant in silks of wari-
ous hue, would by themselves be enough to
docorate u whole procession, And Indeed an
vucaslonal kllmpse of sowething ploturesque in
the maoin streets of London s very welcome, For
the city is taking ou s very unlovely sepect.
Armuies of carpenters sesm 10 Lhave been called
in for the purpose of dressiog ber in planks, Ht.
Paul's, the National Gallery, every bullding on
the long route of the procession is clothed in
pine plunking, nnd the effect {a very strange.

An industrious contributor o & Loodon
paper has beeu getting logether statistics
which show how the carpenter just now s the
king of London, s kiog, too. o greatly in de-
mand that he bas been able to sirike for higher
wages, and get thom, From Hyde Purk corner
Lo Bt. James's strecl, 1,600 yurls, denss wooden
fruines will give seals to 3,540 people. SL
Jumes's stroot, ahort as it is, will find room on ita
timbor wholves for 2,200, und from Bt Jamos's
siroet to Iegent streot Lthere will be a chinin of
wonts 8,600 feot long in wiongle, double, or troble
tiers, From this polot to 8t. Martin-in-the
Fielda' Uhurch the stands erected will hold soma
8,000, The Charing Cross station stand will
represcnt & mass of G0 Lops of wood and d'ig
topsof iron in bolts, nuta, aad nalls. U'bhe Btrand,
Floct stroot, Ludgate Hill, 8t. Paul’s churchyard,
and Cheapalde bave olght or nine stands, wilh
u soating surface of nearly 200,000 feet, which
will glve & view to 134,218 onlookers. And so
on, the unwearying statistcian plles up his
fAgures nloug the whole route, winding ap with
the caleulution that from start to flnish the
Quesn will have boen cheersd, nnd parhaps seon,
by 229,010 wen, women and chilaren seated on
temporary stunds of & total weight of 78,063
tona of timber wnd B84 toos of fron. The fual
touch Is thist thess seats put énd to end would
stroteh slxty-four miles,

How the crowds lu the streels will fare remaling
to be seen. The police have not yel lesued Lheir
regulations, Dut the mansger of the Loudon
Hosd Car Company fears thas no traftic will be
allowed on any part of the route the whole day,
Diut If traifie is ullowed In the evening Lbe omal-
buses will by lot for the purpose of viewing Lhe
INumsinstions, and the (ure will be ive gulneas—
$28—tar the evenlng.

Oo the other bhand, If trafo s forblddes en

the groat night, tho same work and the sawme
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fares will prevail the mext night. The London
oabby s not looking forward to jubiloe day with
any ploasure, Many of tho osbmen declars
thnt It will be useless to take out thelr eabs at
nll; they would have to pay the usual price, and
would take little or nothing In fares.

Nor s the eabliy the only disappolnted man,
In spite of the enormous crowds the jublles
fostivitios will attract, the soasan In likely to be
somewhnat stunted and barren, shorier than usunl
and it gayotios loss diffused, The owner of house
property ls dlsappointed, Those who let houses
anrly have done fairly well, but thoss who hell
back for Lthe extravagnnt rehts sxpacted as 1ha
day drew near are Anding themselves loft. Flats
are s drug In tho market, and those who refusod
to rensw loases on Lhe old termanow find thom-
nelves tennntless, They and the hotscowners
nro s badly off us the speculators who boight
up windows and frontages at enortmoun rents,
and now cannot let them at any price. How se-
voere is the slump In shown by the fact that
rooms for which $1,000 or $1,500 was asked a
fow days ago aro now belng lot for £100, Dut
whoever Is disappointed, whoover has falled to
grind his axe, It In plossant to ba able to say
thnt the central figure of the wholo celebration,
the Queen, s in excollent health and wspirite,
better in fact than she hias been within the Inst
wlx yoars, and taking the greatest personnl in-
terost in all the arrangoments belug mudo for
her jubliee,

At a recent meeling of the Itoyal United
Bervico Tustitutlon Cel, E. C. Browne read o
paper of conslderable Interest on the Importance
of the rifle In modern warfare, Col, Browne in-
slnta that skilled Infantry will be all important
in the war of the future. But evidently the
British army does not come up to his requlre
ments.  Ho malntained that skill, however
groat, in shooting at a fixed mark, in any posl
tion, was no guarantee of acouracy such as
would be necessary under the conditlons of ao-
tual fighting, when the objeot almed at would
be In movement and the marksmun limself
would be In & hurry. Refarring to the shooting
of the volunteer forces, which is superior to that
of the regular army, he expreascid his admira-
tlon for the akill of the **Queen's sixty,” Lut
gave his hearers n warning ogninst the lmpres-
slon that they would make nhort work of any
number of Scudanese or Burmuvse Daenits, It
by no means followed that this would be the
cane, as thoy never relioarsed the work of shoot~
ing quickly, steadlly, Indlvidually, or In vol-
leys under conditions which would obtain
In comlinting & moving and agile enomy., Ho
referred to what he ealled tho ey eopaner given
to the British army in the Doer war of ludepen-
dence, when the yvoung British solillery, whose
only trainlng had been tho runges, *' found them-
selves not lu It against the quick, sccurate and
deadly fire of thelr opponents.” Ho strongly
urged the necesaity of shooting at dummics im-
pellod forward and backward, moving and
vanishing flgures of men, and other devives
calculated to develop tho gonius of true marks-
manshlp. Future bailles wero not golng to be
won by the posserilon of this ritle or of that, but
by the skill displayed In Its use. All modern
rifles of the first class were excellent, “ exquislte
beyond the most sangulne droama of those
who fought with the Brown HBess,” bLut he
maintalned that no army has ever et appeared
in the fleld who could use them properly.
*Shonld an army," he sald, “strong in conurage
and entbusiasm, and composed of skillod aboys,
appear one day upon some Eurvpean battlefield,
cortain it was that the effeet of itsinfantry fire
would be astonishing, and wonld more than
compeusate for Inferlority of numbers, and even
n lack of manmuvring power."” Excellence In
rifle shooting he described as the plth and
marrow of modern soldlering, The fire of a
skilled Infantry would in the future be terrible.
With smokeless, noiscless powder, with rapid-
firlng, fat-trajectory rifles, it must be all<de-
stroying.

Since 1890 some very intereating excavatlons
have been cnrriea out at Silchester, ten miles
eouthwest of Reading. The elte (s that of n
Homano-British clty, the bonnding wall of which
{s nearly two miles in clrcoit. Eystematle ex-
ploration has Lrought to lght public edifices,
temples, forum, Christlam church, residences,
shops, traces of trades, and other evidences of
the former existence of a purely clvll commu.
nity. The resulta of the last year's work have
been sent to the Soviety of Antiquaries for ex-
bibition, and make a very Interesting displuy.
One Is the drawing hy G. E. Fox of u frugment
of a colossal statue found in the basilica, which
probably represented the guardian deity of the
city, as it boarsa & municipal crown, Further
examples have been foumd of the dyers’ fur-
paces, shops and blew Ling ground,

Another intervating discovery wasn tub well,
which has been successfully brought out. The
well was sunk lo the native soll to the depth ro-
quired to reach ihe water supply. A equare
ecurb, formed of O-lnch square ouk balks about
& foet long, dovetalled together, was lald on the
bottom. Upon it rested s round tub or barrel 3
feet In dimmeter, made of fir staves 3 feot O
inchies long by 5 Inchea wide, the whole hoojed
with birch hoopa, A second tub wus stood on
the top of the flvet, and the interspace between
the tubs and thesldesof the well was flled by
pugged clay well rammed in. Above this the
wall was steened with flints,

Inemptylug e plt,a curlous catting, 6 feet devp
and B8 feet wide, tapering to a foor at the
bottom, was disclosed and followed for 700 feet.
The discovery of remalns of Irun collars at rogus
lar Intervals showed that s wooden pipe had
been lald In the cutting, and it Is supposed that
it waa for the purpose of bringing water from
the elty ditch for the service of the public baths,
Many slabs of Purbeck marble, and of s purple,
greon, and white Pyrencan marble, have been
obtalned. A small fragment of Egyptian por-
phiyry was found near tho oust gate, and & per-
foot whiteware bottie-necked vase of very ele-
gant shape s one of the most valuable prizes,
During the past yoar there have also beon
brought to light a large and important bouse of
the court yard type, and two houses of the cor
ridor type. Traces huve also been found of what
were probably wooden structuren. Homan wond
relics are very rare, owlng to the perishable na-
ture of that material, consequently tho leg of »
domestio stool, ln turned hurd wood, although
bruken, s one of this year's most cherlshed rarls
tios, H.RC,

THE WITTHAUS DIVORCE CASE.

Mre. Witthaus Asks for lucreased Alimony
Peading & Bult for Absuluio BMvarce,

NewnRURo, Juns 5.~The Witthaus divorce
caso was revived before Judge Hirschberg hore
to-day. The plainti® i Mes, E. F. Witthaus,
and the defendunt Dr. Rudolph A. Witthauas,
Professor of Chemistry aud Physics Lo tLe Uni-
veraity of New York, and Professor of Chemis-
try snd Toxlcology in the University of Ver-
mont, The income of Dr, Witthaus isgiven s
$18,000 n your, and he lu wald to own a Hbrar
worth 000 and to have a laboratory wurlﬁ
B10000, A soparation from hor busbanid wos

rantoed Mes, Witthaus by Judge E. Dykmun (n
!%00. with allmouny at the rate of §2,000 a year
Banl #600 counsel feen. At that time Dr. Wite-

aus st attewptod and fullef to wct u divores
from his wife. Hia fallure was followed b{ulh
succesalul effort of his wife to secure s judicl
separation from him,

ra, Witibauu doos not feel satlsfled with the
amount of wlimony she I8 recolving, and thers
ure other mattors in connoction with the ens
“%Ftlo rerd In opuart t . Lawyer \\':\lulnlfl
of New Yurk moved rul- Ineronsed

aore coupsal fees, punding notion for sbsolute

Ivoroe, Ho ur r. Witthnus's 1nrlau incomna,
and gald that #2000 was not enough for Mr,
Witthaus In her enfeahled condition. e gaid
Fr. Wilthuus got & $5,000 (eo (0 Lhe Unrlylo

oooy and

» cone, And A simillar feo (n the Myoer case,
{o suld wlso that Mra, Witthaus vow makes
twenty-five separate and distinet chargos of -
fdelity nguinst tho Ih)‘l'(:'ﬂll froin 1880 1o 1804,

wyor Westbrook of New York, fur the de-
fondunt, wuid thnt the ulimony hud always boen
Bu,lrl v mﬂny and that tho decres of sepnration

y Jun]r.:e

vicman was an absolute bir while |
liskod Of an e n:ﬁ

furiber sulls uf Lhlas kind,
hat Mrs, Witthaus was uot serlously 11 an
ved (n an gxpensive New York flat. He deni
.mpuuml' rhal the dootor's income was what
the plalutif®s lawyer stated, and declured that
the l'u. sald ve bean received woru greally
overstated. He said that the sult was only
eommenced to Larass Dr. Wilthaus,
When Lawyer Wandell returned to the fray
o did so with great warmth, seying that Dr,
itthaus had lvod a douhie llfe for years wnd
wie ob Lhls time living In West Hoventy-sevenih
street o flne style with e certelo woman, He

wentloned an’s name, but so low that

w
55, el et gl e
l}-"t ‘ﬂt hold of “i' ..Iudn areh .l:hﬁkaa at
wl‘i.i-:lr&&mws h'nlﬁ of it now," and
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LOVE TALR OF 1803 FOUND IN A4
BARREL UNDER THE TOMDS.

Khonessr Pralscd Mars's Eyes, Wheroon Mary
Missrd Hald Foeneser—He Forgot lo Ap-
pear on the Wedding Bay—Yarringe Certin-
eate Annexed—Bride Es 130 Kow, If Allve,

Contractors J, K, Brown and Michnel Rofrano,
who bave the contract for removing the old
Tombs bullding, notified the Water Purveyor n
fow days ago Lo shut off the water supply from
the old Tumbs. Word came back that the con-
tractors would have to do that themselves, an
the Water Purveyor's men were too busy. The
contractors then engaged a plumber to shut oft
flie water, and the plumber, after inveallgating
the waster, sald that it would be neces
mary (o cut = main  pips  under the
stroct, owned by tho elty. The plumber
wonld nol wundertake the job because ho
balloved It would make him liable (o
wrrest. Contractora Brown and ofrano then
notiNed the firm of 1, J. Carlin & Co., who bave
1he contract to eroct the new ity Prison on the
#1tv of the old one. The Carlines tried to got the
Water Purveyor Lo do the job, aund three labor-
sfn were sent to miake an Investigation. The
Iaborers found the blg pipes leaking into the
old Tombs cellar, and it looked as 1t the bulld-
Ing adjoining, known as the 1883 prison, wonld
be undermined, The department luborers Lold
the contractor that the water might wasn
nway the prisun foundations, but that the de
partment was busy on other work. The only
Lilng to be done wis to muke s dam in the old
Tomba cellar and throw the wator over Lo an old
pewar culvert.

The cotitractors put u gang of men to work for
this purpose In the Franklin street side of the
cellar., Tu digglog there they unearthed four
barrels of old records in what appeared Lo bo a
dungeon, used later as a storeroom.

Ono of the oldest of these ds was an ap-
prentleeship ludenturs, dated Oct. 24, 1707, read-
ing e follows:

* Printed by J. Tarrison, Yoriok's Head, 8 Peck Slip.

* Thin Indenture Witneasath, That Ellza-
heth Smith, of the city of Now York hath pnt
herael! and by these presenta by and with the
condent of her fathivr, [obert Smith, of the sald
oity doth voluntarily, and of her own free will
and pecord, put hersalf an apprentios to Mary
Murpby of the clty aforesudd, Milliner, to learn
the ari trade and juystory of a millinor and
witer the mnnner of an :\prn-nl.irr. o sorve frum
the daoy of the date heroof for und during, and
untll e full end and termn of slx yours
ewcht . months und  Ove deys next ehsu-
ing: During  all of which time the sald
apprentice ber sald mistrens  shall  f(afth-
fully aorve, hor secrete  keop, her Jawful
eommusis every whore readlly obey : Bhe shall do
no dnmnege 1o hor sadd mistreas: She shall not
whate Ler sald mintress's goods nor lend them
uninwiully tonny: She must nol contract mat
rlinony within the sald term: At Cords, Dice, or
nny other unlawful wawe shoe shnll not play,
whereby het sald mistress may hiave damage:
Ehe whall neither buy nor sell: she ahall not
ahaent heraclf doy or night from her sadd mis-
trosa's wervice, nor haunt Ale houses, Taverns
or Play-houses: but In all things belinvo ns n
mihfal spprentice ought to do,  And thy suld
mistress nimll une her utmost endeavor to
tench, or cause to be taught, or instructed
the nald apprentice In the trade or mystery
of o milliner, and procure _and provide for
ber suficlent food, drink, washing, lodglng and
anturel Kt g for an apprentice, during the sald
term. And for the itrue performance of all nnd
singular the covennnts and agreécmonts alore-
saded, the sntd parties bind themselves vach unto
the other idrmly by these presents. In witness
wherooff, the suid purties have interchangeably
set thetr hands and seals bereunto. Dated the
o4th Duy of October, in the 20th year of the in-
dependenee of the United States of America and
tn the year of our Lord, Oue Thoupand, Seven
Hundred and Ninoty-seven,

her
Evizankrin X SMITA
ek,

“Bealed and delivered

in the presence of
* Fhenezer T, Burling, Mary Murphy.
"E"n:h. Shermnn, * ]Iut:-yrt Smith.'

Another of these documents, showing that
Alexander Stewnrt of Hallycastle, In the count
of Antrim, wasapprenticed to Mr. John Gartield
to learn the teade and miystery of & carpenter,
wis duted Sept. v, 1798,

Muny of the apprenticeshi i;:pors found in
the 'Tuniba bear English and Irish seals,

Among a batch of dispossess notices was one
ordering Phineas Barton to remove forthwith
from the premises, 67 Dunne street, ownid Ly
Jamics Murray, Hartou was ordered to move
trom the bullding on or bwtors May 7, 1523, or
show cause st the pollce offlee In the Cit Hall,

tine of the docunients s the record of an ex-
amination held before Jacob De La Montagno,
Special Justice, dated Nov, 19, 1803, Ebenezer
Junus, 20 yoars old, is mrgt\ with rnhnmghw
mnrr{ Mary Hatferty, 20 years old. In her
complaint she snys: )

“The anli Ebenozer came to my mother's
Lousein the spring of the year, and catne two
and somuetimes four ovenings In cach weck of
the sumimer, Hedid say to me, deponent, these
words: “ Mary, your eves are the lighis that
ghiool fortl fire that hurns my soul, und i yon
do not prowiise me while I kpeel before that 1
only you shall wed, I shall this night 8 fromn
earih over tho keen blade of this kuife' And
the sald Ebenezer did produce n knife, where-
upon said deponent sald: ‘T shall marey you,
w‘huruupon sald deponent Kissod sald Ebenezer,
and sald Ebenesger kissed sald deponent, and
said Blensger salil: * Wo shall be 1aarried on
Boptomber 4 In the evening.' But on the sald
ath day of Septeinber the said Ebenesor did not
appeur, when sald doimneat waited then and
puw for sadd Ebeneser.™

The disposition made of the case wus shown
in a marringe certificate attachod to the papers
dnted tive dayn after the l|t-nriut; before Juntive
Do L Muuuui:m. 1f the bride is still living she
Is 110 yoars old,

lLooking over the documents of more recent
date, Joun O'Conner, the foreman of the gung of
imen tearing down the Tomba, found the fol-
lowing:

"ty of New York, ss,

9 “‘tl.i‘;;n Lngndur, brought uphmd uﬁmlﬂed.
pays thnt he {a 32 years of age; bas o wife hore
un):r! threo u-r-lutran,lu England; left England for
thin pluees, where Limself und wifo arcived in
tha lsaac Hicks packet about the 23d of August
or Septembor, 18205 came here with lebters to
Mr. l!mmut in order to recaver an estate which

w“ gr; =t d thore ur  mon
at oaF, and was Q
uheu’ .-i;k;'!l ran  off aud cheated him
out of  his  wages; sm went _and
kept a hilllard table at 30 Reld streot, from
thence to b1 Divison street, whero ho keot a
book shop: Jeft thut and kept o billiard table in
the *Paul Pry House, Bowery, and quit there
about the latter part of July lust, and now
fodiges in Catharineg street at Harrison's, No, 45,
where ho pays two shillings n woek for a room,
{'u korps Wilson's accounts and does hin Hiile
usinuss about the city, for which he recelves
ollara s wook Just ns ho
wants It, and that {8 the wny that he
lives at present. Most of his clothes, &,
are n {:srlml st  SHtevenson'a In Chnthan
streat. \K'livmu onrries on n hasket factory at 76
Division strest, and has slx men in his employ,
Thers (s nu partieniar ngreement belweon the
examiined and Wilson, and examined in em-
ployed there 1111 he can get remittance from his
wolher in Kogland and_ then return there. Mr.
e’\'i:-lm furnishoes Mr. Konowlion of Broadwuy,
s willow basket and to
baskots, wiarons, &, an
showing the work s Kept by Jdeponent.
can scarculy wrlte his name,

""l'!;.ke]" ‘.ﬂ:“ LH:".:.E

CAbrahas Wakentiog.

Y Thinman s s supposed forger. Discharged
from custody,

Horo s pnother sample of court examinations,
which showed that in the twenties It wua
dangerous for an out-of-town rosldent to got
into New York:

“(ty of New York, ss,

"(:In’:rlm Armatrong, bronght up with a Inr
quarter of frosh pork, says that he bought ILL)ils
morning before daylight In the Chathan Murket
for thirteen shilllngs from a man, 14 20 years
of nwe.  Works In Jersey snd lives there, " Bus-
plelung; caune, bas no bomo o this vity,

*“Taken down this 224 Oct'r, 1827,

*J, Horson,"

The Indorscment on the papers shows that the
pork was tnken away from Charles, und that he
or the pork wine -.ua--lmrfud two diys afler the
rurk ind boen commifted to the Hridewell.

lere in
b4

nnd othera; first wont to live

about three or four

shop Keener, with
the book now here
Wilson

the tudursement

X,
va, } Fork,
Charies Armstrong,

9% Oct, 1

HR7,
Oet, @8—1'ork sent 1o lrtdewell,
Uot, Bb~Laotinrged —C.

Here are two pecullur willdavita pleked up lo
the Tombs cellar:
Clty of Xua York, sy,

Jaoob fivdsou, & bisok, of 187 Asthony atrect, bein
duly sworn, says that on the YUth of iy, 1847,

ay Alterooon, s black woman who sald bher

ming was husan, sakad liberty of deponent to leave s
g xlase, & Laaket. s shawl, and & bed st depo-
peut's bomwe for s listle while and sho would call knd
take thein sway, and shr wu:uln. o oome back.,
Poponent bath not seen the sald Husan since, and
bave broughl the articles 10 the police offoe, Never
before saw Susan,

Bworn this 48d JACOB x HUDSON.
Uetr., 1887, mark.
4. Hops:m.

.liu.iw :M:h]}m"“"“ b:;ﬂnﬂlﬁu. Casnda pext to
r. Bunker in Brosdway, uly sworn, says!
ltlm llln tkhttrm;nll tn-ld am;:l, ‘vl“ lulvmtln;
imakol, & shawl, sod & A hor pro
:r::.ﬁx:.! shis 1eft thew ad the bouss of H mﬂf
Anthony, snd the recelpt ©of she saws ls bereby ao-

know ledged.
h:mrnwnm 1857, 4. Horson,

J, Hopson nlso scknowledged the afildavit o
Ea&hu’l;n l"ur{l;::l. ;Ili“i l':l‘un l.tm!il:.ma I.LIln \']1
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NOTES OF LEGAL EVENTS

One of the most lmportant declslons an:
nounced during the weak hns beon that of Judge
Charles H, Blmonton of the Clreult Court of the
United States In the Fourth Clreuit, in roference
to the Bouth Carolina Dispensary law. Thia
ntntute does not prohibit the sale of liquor in
tho Blate, but recognizes the liguor traftle an
logitimate and proper, and simply attempts 1o
reatrict the business to the estabiist tknown
a6 the State Disponsary and to some elghty sub
ordinate dispensaries, malhtained undor the
sanction of the State Governmont Itself, Judge
Bimonton holds that the Etato eannot thus en-
gne In the lignor traffic and at Lhe sams time
forbid the importation of liguor In the original
packages fromw other parts of the Unlon, or lts
sale In such packages for personnal uso and con:
sumption. Such a prohibition i declared to be
an interforonce with interstate commerce which
the Federal Constitution will not permit. Tho
deotsion practically nulllfies the South Caroling
Dispensary law, and destroys the monopoly In
tho liquor business which the Hinte sought to
nol up for itself,

In Toxas, ns woll as In South Carolina, an in-
teresting question of constitutional law con-
¢erning the lquor traMo has just been de-
tided, The Constitution of Texas provides
for a popular vote In particular localitios to
determine from timo to time whether the
snlo of intoxicating lguora shall be prohibited
within the county, town, or city Hnlts, The
Legislature piusaed a local option law, under
which such vote could be taken, but this net
doclared that n voio in favor of prohibition
should not be construed to prohibit the anle of
wines for sacramental purpoges nor aleoholic
stimulants na moedicines, The wvolldity aof the
statute was attacked on account of this declnra-
tlon, but the Court of Criminal Appeals has hold
that this part of the act does not affect |ta prin-
clpal provisions, which direct the submiasion to
tho peoplo of tho precise guestion prescribed (n
the Consatitution. The court intimated that
thero had nover beon any evil in the sale of lo-
toxleants for medicionl uses or of wine for
sacramontnl purposes, und that the generad nne
gunge ured in the Constitution could hardly lwo
deemed to upply to the disposition of lyuor or
wine unider such cireumstances,

The announcemoent comes from Albany that
the Statutory Revision Commissioners nro nbout
to undertuke to revise the Code of Civil Pro-
codure on an entirely new plan, This schemo
contemplates a divislon of the existing code lnto
fuur separate and distinet statutes to be known
respectively ns the Judiciary law, the Descen:l-
anis’ Estate luw, the Justices' Court law, and
the Code of Oivil Procedure. In other words,
n good denl of matter will be taken out of the
Code of Clvll Procedurs that never ought to
have been put there at all; for such s code
should contaln only those provisions of low
which relate to the conduct of suits and other
procecdings in the courts, The soparation of
thess regulations from the mass of substantive
Iaw Lthat bas boen Incorporated into the Codo of
Civil Procedure in the past twenly years would
be an improvewent; but we fear that the elabo-
rate scheme dovised by the Suatutory Revision
Commissjoners will only result {u greater com-
plication aml confusion in our sistutes than al-
rondy exist, The courta will have quite a task
for somie time to come to denl with the questions
presentoed by the Greater New York Charter, A
new Code of Civil Proceduro would add a great
burden to their labors and those of the bar,

The nssumption that the morphine habit may
be an Inducing cause of kleptomania evidently
induced the Middlesex County Secesions to deal
indulgently with Jane Green, “a lady of good
position,” who was recently charged befor: that
tribunal with the larceny of “a box of Turkish
delight,” The dofendant plended guilty, but
her counsel ansured the bench that ahe was in
no wint of money, but had suflicient meauns to
enable her to live comfortably, and nsked that
she be trented lenlently on the ground thnt the
thelt was due to the effecta of the exoosslve use
of morphine, 1t appearcd that she had con-
sumdd as much as nloety six grains of morphine
in a single week. The magistrato suspended
Judgment, upon the defendant giving secarity
in £50 to appear for sentence when required,
The quantity of morpline taken by this Iady
wat very large, but nut equal to the enormous
doves endured by bhabitual oplum eaters, De
Quincey's daily consnmption of loudanum wis
cyulvalont to 57 gradns of morphine, and there
{#a case on record whore 190 grains were taken
at once without producing death.

The technieality of the criminal law of Texas
is proverbial, and is apuy fllustrated by a recent
decision of thio highest criminal court in that
Stnte. The defendant was prosecuted for shoot-
ing futo a chiurch.  The complaint upon which
ho was nrrested charged him with shooting Into
Sr, Paul's Methodist Charch.  The informstion
ior formnl accusction corresponding to anin-
dictment, upon which he was brought to trial)
charged him  with shooting Into 5t. Paul's
Churcl, The Court held that theso were {wo
distinct names, and might be entirelr different
places, and that the inforinmtion onght to have
been quashod on nccount of the varlance.

A stay of prooeedings, of indefinite durntion,
apponrd Lo have besn obtained In the cass of
Theodore Durrant, who Is under sentence of
deuth for the murder of Nlanche Lawmont in the
bell towar of & church in San Francisco in April,
1800, bBince his conviction was aflirmed by the
Supreme Court of Californin, repeated offorts
bave been minde In Lls bebalf to procure o re-
view of the cuse in the courta of the Unlted
States on the ground that vorlous Federal ques-
tions were Involved, Theso hnve ut last boen so
suecessful that Clrenit Judge Willlam B. Gllbert
of Portland, Or,, has granted Durrant’s counsel
leave to appenl Lo the Buprenie Court st Wash-
{ugton from an order of the Federal Court st
Han Francisco denying an apolioation for a writ
of habuas corpus, Peuding this appeal proceed-
Ings for the exccution of the prisoner aro stayod,
and tho appeal cannot be beard until the Su-
preme Court of the United States meets in Oo-
tober. Chlet Justico Beatty of the State Nu.
preme Court somo weeks ago rofused to gront w
writ of error to take the case to the nited
Stntes Supreme Court, saying: * It does not ap-
ponr thut any rlght secured to the petitioner by
the Constitution or Inws of the Unlted States
Lan been denled or violated apd no such ques-
tion has been prosented by the record,” He wos
thus ey ideutly of the opinlon that there was no
Federal question to review, although he dis
nented, when the case wae in his own court,
froms the action of the wmajority ln aflivming the
Judgment ngainst Durrant,

On Friday, io the Orphans’ Court In I'hiladel-
phia, Presidiog Judge Hanna declded that the
new Penusylvania statute hopoulng s direct In-
borltance tax of 2 per cont. upon personnd
property In excons of 0,000 was unconstitu-
tionnl und vold, The Constitution of Pennsyl.
vanla provides that all taxes shiall be unifurm
upot the same clans of subjects, within the tor-
ritorkal thwits of the suthority levying the tax;
thitt the General Asavmbly may exempt publly
property, places of religlous worship, pliuces of
burinl, and lustitutions of purely public charity;
and that “all laws oxempting property frowm
taxation othor than the proporty aliove enuie
eratod ahall be voltl" ThoCourt holds that this
last provision {8 vielasted by the direct lon.
heritance tax law In 80 far 88 It sesuwes Lo ex-
empt property (rom taxation thereunder to the
extent of $5,000 lu the case of sach decedent,

A just rehuke was reoontly administored to a
member of the Ueorgla Lbar in Hibb county in
the courso of & trinl for nssauit with intent to
comwit murder. The prisoner's counsel nrguod
to the jury that no great harm would bave been
done to sociely, sand that the law would not bave
beon serioualy outragod if bis client had slain
the men whom be assaulted, Judge Willisu J.
Folton, Jr., who was bolding the court, would
not telerate this line of argument, and compellod
gounsel to abandun it, but in Huoisbing Lis re-
warke, by way of reprimoand, he sald: * It is, un-

fartunstely, 100 close 10 the truth that the pros
ent state of the public wind almoat justities the
wasertion Lhal puini=hment s mwore certnin 1o b
Impused for the KiHng of & dog than for the'kil)-
ing of u mun.' The Savannah Preas prajse
Judye Felton fur his course, sud tho evils which
hie critiolses must boe widespread iF 0 be Lrue, us
is stated, thal & single Judge In Atlantn has
llmn.uumlt riy murderors wi

Iotho lust twelve
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THE MISSISSIPPL.

AND THE MISOHIEF IT MAKES.

Some Important Ohscryations from Onoe of the
Mont Campetomnt Uritiea of the Day—-The
Lines Vpss Which a Gireat and Porploxe
ing Roginrering Problem May Be Solved,

To rir Epiton oF Tne Bux—8ir: Tine 8vx of
May 30 eontalned an anonymous article In de
fenco of the leves system from which the writer
I8 compelled to dissent.  With no personal In-
terest in the question whatever ho must protest
migninel o syetem which In the oplnlon of com-
potent and praciieal onginocrs will cause groat
destruction of life and proporty, and inevit-
ably, It perslsted In, render the lower Mla-
slaslppl Valley uninbabiiable and eause the
alrndonment of the plantations,

The aplnion of the writer, ax set forth In the
Bunday Issue of Tk Hox of May 23, s that no
wingle sratem yet proposed—neithier the levee,
tho outlet, the reverment, or the Jotty—will solve
the prablem; but there must boa combination
of all, Intalligently applied to exlsting conditions
by skilful engineors aftor enreful study of lo-
calitios; but more eMelent than any, and one
that has been apparently overlooked, Is a sys-
tem, not of low water outlets, but of high waler
waste welrs, thut will have no influence npon
the ordinary navigable stage, but will relieve
the excess in flood and prevent crovisses by sub-
stituting permanent facilitios for divcharis,

This principle has been universally recoynizod
in the conntruction of eanals. When, in time of
oxcesaive ralns, the feederaof the summit levels
bring o snfliclont water to endanger the banks
and enuse miniature crevassos, every onginesr
who understands his business will provide waslo
walrs, over which the water pours when It has
renched a certain lavel and s discharged by the
patural water courses of Lhe country.

That n principle so well known and so con-
stantly applied in canal englneoring shonld not
hiave been recoznized and utllized in tho Im-
provement and protoction of the Misslesippl Val-
ey In boyond comprebension. Nothing hus ever
been suggesiad that eau compare in eMclency
with a properly arranged system of woste welrs,
There are a number of poluts whero a large por-
tion of the Nood waters of the Misalssippl could
be turned into the Atchafalays and other seo-
ondary strosms, and discharged by short cuts
into tho Gulf. If the ridges west of the St. Frane
cia ond cust of the Yazoo were not too high to
bo eut through by s roasonable expenditure of
capltal, an immensa volume of the flood walera
could be diverted into stroams which have not
hinlf the distance te the Gulf, and by Increased
slope would give o more rapid discharge.

It way be sugwested that even a cutof con-
sidernble depth, Lo secure a connection with a
secondary wiream, might not be beyond the
limits of reasonable expenditure. As the mn-‘
terial 1s entirely alluvial, a stream, small at
first, would soon enlarge itself, and would do the
work of transportation In effecting such on«
Inrgement.

Col. . P'. Goodyear has demonstrated that

dyuamite can bo usod an n most effoctive agent
to lousen large yuantitles of materinl_to
tranaportad by ocean or other carriers, In this
way hie has Increased the deptl of water on the
outer bar ot Brunswick, Ga,, from 14 to 25 foat
with aun expenditure of capl only about oue-
tonth of that usunlly required, and no
rensons can be nsslgned why dyoamite could not
be used futhe enlarprement of rivers as well aa of
ocean channels, The veloeity of flow In the cut-
affs woul!l be greater than In the main stream
utd the material thrown in would be carried to
the months of the secondary streams, whic
st reamsmight In many cases be strialghtensd an
tho veloelty and transporting power incroased
bx entting off some of the horsesuue bends,

The render (s referred to tha nrticle of Moy 23
for s more detailed explanation of the proposed
eystem of lprovement.

Yuur correspondent of May 30 {s an ndvocate
of contlnuous leveve, but the arguments by
which his positions are supported appear to be
tallucious  Thoey will be br e:{a‘ vonsidered,

It 18 elaimed that sinco the levees the
lower Mississippl have been strengthen ﬂlely
have not broken, and the couclusion reach 5
that if all the levees were made of er!tu.l
ptrength cretasses would be impossibie. This s
n great mistake and may lead to most serious
consequences. The strong lovees were unbro-
Ken situply booause the weaker ones gave way.
There munt b rellef somew bere, nnd this isso
well understosd that the strong levees must
often e protected by lurge forces of armoed
en to prevent owners of plantutions on the
opposite side of the river from cutting them to

rovidu an outlet for d.iu-ho.n{n and thus pro-

coting thelr own property ul the expense of
thelr nelghbors.

Before preparing the artlicls of May 23 the
writer procured wod read hundreds of poges of
reports, testimony, argument, and discusslons,
and sought to nl{mm-u error and discern the
truth. 'ic fucts dlsclosed are at varinnce with
thestateenis of your correspondent of May 30,

It in assorted that the bed of the stream h
nol been rising; that, on the contrary, the
of the river has been deepening and the area of
discharge Invreasing. so that the height of foods
{i the future must diminish and not increaso,

Nmmu*mu be more unreasonable or contrary
to fact. There s n souur lp portions of the river
in times of fiood, but it Is not continuous. The
tendency is to dlg holes aud form shoals. In
narrow placos, with lovees or hhﬂh banks, s seour
will carry off material from the bottom, but this
matorial will be qulckly deposiied when an en-
lurged cross section is renched, If the river were
stralght, the cross section usiform, the velocity
and the voltme constant, vonditions would be
widely diteront, und thenaries which &pflyw
such sasumied and impossible conditions do not
At the extreme varfations that nctuully exist,

It In an eatabllshoed fact that an Gmmense mass
of material s 'hrm:-;ht {nto the Missiesippi by the
tributaries, and that the Hner particles only
reach the Gulf, W hat becomes of the remainder
and of the sdditional wuss abraded from the
banks by the action of the currental With free
overflows a large portion of this materinl would
forui degosits upon the swamps and low Land
but with continuous levees of sufMelent helgh
and strength to control the flooeds the only place
of deposit would be the bed of the river, and to
nrsert thot theso de; te would not cause the
bed to rise would contrary to factand to
COMMON SENHO,

1f, ns gevlogiats assert, the delta extends from
the mouth of the Ohlo to the passesat the jetiles,
then the level at the commencemant of de-

aeils mnst bave Leen the level of the sea, und
rl‘m subseguent rise from deposita has been more
than 00 feet, not only io the bed of the stronm,
but over bundreds of ﬂtulro miles of nroa

It line becn stated that one-half the wate
brought Into the Misslssippl in time of floe
frum the tributerics overflows upon the low
lnnds, whore there nre no levees, and after de-
positing s burdon of earthy material, Oods ite
way 1o the Gulf through 1!\& wwiamps and  soeo-
oninr;' channels, and Lo that extont relleves the
main strean, so that anthorities assert that the
fiow at Lake DMvovidence, New Drloans, and the
lower Mississippl gonerslly Is only about one-
half of the volume that 1t wonld HOCEKHLTY
for the river to dischnrge if loveos wore bullt so
high, strong, stud coutinuous os o preveul any
averflow,

In the eonalderation of the Misalssippl prob-
Jemn gowe favts st be borne Inomind,

the ordliry stnge of water tho fall {s sald
to he & inches er wmidle from Calro to Meniphis, 4
Inches fram Moniplils (o Vicksburg, -’ll-f nehos
from \'l.ckuhltrflmlluu mouth of the Tied iver,
2 invhes from the mwouth of Hed Riverto New Or
leans, pod ouly 1 iuch or luss from New Orleans
1o the Gulf,

The material oarriod foto the Gulf Is so fine

thot Ifa quart of the water be placed (n o glass
arand enl away fo scttio It regulres ten days for

he water to bacome clear, und yet the quantity
of thismaterind enreiod fnto the Gulf 18 50 enor-
mous that sioce 1534 the Nl ten miloa out from
the pusses has beon G20 feet, which, st the same
rale coutinumd, it han been estimated would
enrey i1 to the surface in elghteen yoars.

In the fave of these facls Is it anfo Lo sssuiie
thnt, with any possible expendliture of capltal,
levees could be constructad so Ligh and soshiong
as to confine und contrnct double the maximim
volume of fosd water thist has ever been dis
rhinrged horstofors 1 That wil the materind from
thie tributaries which hus beou and Is now de
posited in the swamps, and afds in  their
veclamntion, togethor with the woshings from
the binks, will Lo carrled into the Gulf and none
of [t depoaited upon the bed | IF all this ma-
teriud ahiould be deposited In the Oulf it would
be dmpasathle to madntuin n navigablo channel,
nud New Orleana would become an Inlnnd olty,

Your corvesponident further states that in re-
gnrd to the revent s (n the river, so much

rontor than ever before, an effort wifl be suade
iy nconyeniion soon to be held foshow that 1t
wus nut due 1o any tise bn the river bed, bat o
tho greater volutne of the viver resulting from
thedestiruetion of the lforests pnd that the arsount
of the dischargo hias nearly doubled in the past
Lthirly years,

e iﬂf\ll‘ll\l‘l“l)l‘ is not given nt whiat polng
this dlschinrge war lucreased, 1If ot 5 point on
the lower Flver it wonld be more ressonsble to
chaorge the double disclinrge to the c¥tension of
the hor thon to the dest ruction of the

avers I

foroste, M the snfety s alves are closed and nvor-
Fu\u wlong tho upper river proventsd, n tauch
irsor Yolutng must be sent bolow. The prineipal

voluime comes feam the Missourl and other teib-
utinries fawie through prairics, whers iere
wre o forests, mid Lhe effect of forest dostrues
thon Lo no doabt lwen frrull‘! nversstimatml,

The only solution of the problem of the Minais-
wBlppd votielsl s

EA In revluving the volume of food dischorge
fn the mado stream tos minkmuw by divertiug
the greatest practicnble wmount o the socon.
dary vhannels by vutoffs and by wasto wolrs of
perinanent character nt such olevation ay nol to

drain the strommn below Lhe stage required for
nn\'lf.-ll(m.
2. lo the lmprovement of

the ropdar
sitreans o as Lo oul off horses IJE:I?J'."

o the

ntost possible extent upon the nwamps am
w iandsof the secondary stroanis for tho dow
ble purpose of roclalining and enriching the 1nmy
anid of removal of oaterinl which must oth
wine form deposita apon the hed, or at the §
tios, nmll thius becoms worious obstrmctions §
nayigmtion,
'l‘h-'-':- wuggestiony nre of o general charastsn
no lnvnrh:ﬁ: rule oF ode ufmmlrnrnun ony
pEeseribed. Plans must be controlled by le
anlitien and conditions, nnid (L 18 & mistake 1o 08
wuine that the leves syatem or any othee araton
will nlone glve satisfactory resulis; there mas
be combinations and varintions, the determing
tion mnd application of which must ne left to
engineer ln chatrge. e Ay Havrr.

GRATTAN WANTS

AMRA. 4 DIVORCRE

fayn Mer Mushand Has Establlahed a ¥oumy
Waman in & Fiat

Mary 8, Girnttan, the wife of Willlam E. Gra)
tan, the receiving tellor of the First Natlons
Pank in Jersoy Clty, haa Nled a petition in th
Court of Chancery for divorce. The marring
took place on April 10, 1877, The brido was th
danghitor of Gorret M. Olmstead, Whon My
Olmstond died he loft nlaree share of his foa
tune to his daughter. Mr and M, Graties
went to live with the widow in a lnrge doubh
brownstone house in Kensington avenue., T
children, a boy nnd a girl, were _horn, The gl
diod and the boy is now whous 17 years old.

The cstrangemont bogan nbout u yoar ﬂ
The tamily had removed Lo Giftord pluce, an
order Lo Keep up aphearances and prevent acan
dal Mr., and M, Grattan continusd 10 ooou
the sapie house, although thuy wers bot
wpenling terws, Mr Grattan chcorted hin w‘
to soriety functions, and s far as the publ
oonld obaerve thiey were devoted Lo each othe

Mus, Groattun sliogos in hior biil of complad
that er hushand vatablikhied n young woman Iy
n bnndsowmely Curenislied fiat in Weat Thirty
eighth sirest, this city, nod that he visited
flat ftuqm-ul.i s The specifle dntes mention
are den, 20, Foh, 1, and May 1, 1804, 'The n
of the young woman 8 not known to Mrs. Grat
tan, but shin alleges thiat Mr. Grattan Is now Liv
ing with ber, ro, Grattan is Uving with
mother and son in GHTord place.

MARINE INTELLIGENCE

MIKIATUNE ALMANAC—THIA DAY,
Bunrisea,,.. 4 80 |Sunsets.., 7 27| Moouseta,.11 &
MIGH WATER—=THIN DAY.
sandy Mook .12 29 | Gov. 1ui'd. 11 B4 | Hell Onte.. 1 8)

Arvived —HaTvnoay, Juna B

Be Etruria, Ferguson, Liverpool May 4V and Quesss
town hith.

Hin Paris, Watkina, southampton May 99,

Ba Teviotdale, Genirs, Antwerp.

Bs Whitehnll, Mille, 81, Vincent, C. V.

Bs Vimelra, Thowmwon, Progreso.

Ka Athos, Owan, Port Limon.

Ba Guyaodotie, Davis, Sorfolk,

Bark J. B, Halul, Mitchell, Rossrto.

[¥or later arrivals nos First Page.]

ARMIYED OUT.
Ba Cevlo, from New York, at Liverpoel.

KIQNTED.

Ba Umbria, from New York for Liverpool, pasmed
Queensiown.

RAILED PROM FORRIGN TORTS

B Bt. Panl, from Bouthampion for New York
Be Campania, from Liverpoo! for New York.

Ba La C nr:rmv. from Haves for New York.
e Friesland, from Antwerp for New York.

Be Rremen, from Hremen for New York.

Bs Amsterdam, from Amsterdam for New Yorit,

OUTGOING RTEAMSHIPS
Sald To Daw,
Mails Closa.  Fesse! Salls,

TR TIT ]

Sabl Tuesday, Juns .

o>
g33

TN Y
EEE N

Eanaas Cily, Sarennah ...
Sal Wednesday, June 0.

Paris, Southampton.
Germanic, Liverpool
Bouthwark, Aniwerp.
Benoca, Havana,, . ,....... 100 P M
El Mar, New Orleans.

[ r=T
aE—~e
e20233
S=o92

sdssiss sussarasse

OFSIN0. ... v sinvnsonsasn . GIDTRIIAR L oiiniaes

Jane Eelsall, ... .

Delocmyn . ..

La Hrotagne
tilia.. .

.,.......‘,_nnvunlh......'.:......:m
Drue Tuemlay, Juna B.

Tartar Frioce .
Nueoes, ... ... .
City of Binningham....
s Wedmeaday, Juna #.

Teutonle. ., ... ....
Ealsor Wilhelm I1..
Idabo. ..o

YUCALAM. . .co0vosrs

Robert Harrowling .

Algonguin ... « HEEre

Pratoria .. coeeeinnane Thomas............. Juns 4
Inue Thursday, June 10,

BaAlD. . . .oooipiiinioBromen.., s June

MACHIZAN  cvnt s sarrsness LOBAOM ..

Pairia. ... LGibraitar. b !

Kictwond Hill, .

Colorado. ... u

El 'sau.......

Bt Paul....... ..
Augusia Vietor!
Kirnigin Lulss,
Advauce......

—

Flotices,

Business

Club men and all ather connolsseura of goof]
Hquure never allow them to bo spolicd by the addis
tton of Impure miteral waters aod always sak for

CARL H. SCHULTZ'S,

N, Clark, Restauratour, 204 8t.—Menns and st
matas for receptions. roump for dinners andsuppers,

Dr. Rirgert's Angostura Mittors s known all

ovur the workl,
S— - ——
MATRTERLTEID.

DESVIS—MANKIN, —On Wednesday, June 2, 1807,
by the Hov, Charles E. Little of West Slde Avenus
M, E Church, Ids Corey, daughter of A.G.'W,
Bankin, to Howard Vincent Denuls, both of Jersey
Clty.

MoFADDES -STIVERS, —In Fstermon, N.J.ulthe
Church of the Relevmer, Wedieaday, June &
180T, by the Rev. David Magle, D. D, Martha
Wilcox Btivers and George Howard MeFaddan,
M D, of Hackenua 'k, N J.

BTORMS—SMULL. —Un Saturday, June B, at BA
Aguen’s Chiapel, New York cliy, by the Rev. Dn
Edward A. Hradley, Elvjo Smull, daughter of the
Inte Thomas Levan Smull, to Charlos Plait Stors.

DXEID.

ERUSH. —At his rostdenos, D18 Weat 891h wt, om
Thursday, June 8, after & Hngering Hioess, Clsries
B. Mroah, In Lis BUth year.

Relatives and fricods are luvited t0 atteand the
funer 1 services b the Central Preshytonan
Chiuevl, 27eh st between Brosdway and 7ih avg
en buldey, June 6, at ¥ 1" M,

GUEMIN, —On satunday, Bth fost, Rev. L, J. Guerte,
pastor of 81, Audrew's Church, Sag Uarbor, L. L

Nutles of funeral bereafter,

LEWF. <A1 N tramerey Uark, on Thimday svening,
Juue 4, 1597, Mary Hav, wife of Denjemin Fraok-
lin Lewe and dsughier of the lato Jawvs Uore Kiog,
In the 48Lh yoar of her age.

Puneral seriless st Calvary Church, 4th av, sod
20at st on Monday, Jipe 7, st 1000 o'vlock A, M.

MeMBON, At his realdence, THY Bedfurd av., Hrool
Iym om Jude 3, in bl Suth year.

Relutiy s anid Friends ars inviied to sitend funeral
i Tuesdas., &2 ¥ o'cluck A M,

PUNT. —Huddealy, on Thursday, Juns 3, Hamuel ke
Pust, Jr,

Funrral servicea will be beld at hid late rosidel
01V Madisvn av., on Sundaey, June O, at 2P,
Kigdly omit Aowers,

Cromaturios mrs  {he comelorios  of
future <0, 8§, CHEMATION U0,
Huowsion st hew Yors,

| the
L) 0Y Eaal
Vieibors weldonume,

'I‘II}. KEXSIO0 CUMETERY . ~Private station, Ham

It Hadloowd 43 minutes’ ride from she Urand
Contral Dopot. Cfoe, 10 Zast 4814
—— — — |
Special Notices.
- st
FOAEM A POSITIVELY 0 1V L,
Written guarantoe i e rs Ganee oo fallures,
Treatmiont palile as Mabo and female o diesl uts
[P Horiirn Tob A M, g% 4t W Copsultantion
frve,  TRAS Hroadwar . filte &7
ATEAMUNHRPET € 0 S8 WSING g e T Diown Ciy,,
el B dablnat. ) Sebe, D001 BhEL . alts Vg aee] pelay g,
e o

MReligious Notices,

T EOUTH CHUNCH, Medop av. aud Beid S
Hev. BRiderick Terry, D, D, patr,

| Sorvices aill A M

bl

L et A P




